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To the Members of Maritime Provinces Higher Education Commission

Opinion

We have audited the financial statements of Maritime Provinces Higher Education Commission (the
“MPHEC"), which comprise the statement of financial position as at March 31, 2022, and the statements of
operations and changes in net assets, and cash flows for the year then ended, and notes to the financial
statements, including a summary of significant accounting policies.

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial
position of Maritime Provinces Higher Education Commission as at March 31, 2022, and the results of its
operations, changes in net assets and its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with Canadian
accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations (“ASNPO").

Basis for opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. Our
responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit of
the financial statements section of our report. We are independent of Maritime Provinces Higher Education
Commission in accordance with the ethical requirements that are relevant to our audit of the financial
statements in Canada, and we have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with these
requirements. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide
a basis for our opinion.

Other matter — comparative figures

The financial statements for the year ended March 31, 2021 were audited by another auditor who expressed
an unmodified opinion on those financial statements on June 30, 2021.

Responsibilities of management and those charged with governance for the financial
statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in
accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations, and for such internal
control as management determines is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

In preparing the financial statements, management is responsible for assessing the MPHEC's ability to
continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going
concern basis of accounting unless management either intends to liquidate the MPHEC or to cease
operations, or has no realistic alternative but to do so.

Those charged with governance are responsible for overseeing the MPHEC's financial reporting process.
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Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free from
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor's report that includes our
opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted
in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards will always detect a material
misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if,
individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of
users taken on the basis of these financial statements.

As part of an audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards, we exercise
professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit. We also:

¢ |dentify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud
or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit evidence that
is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of not detecting a material
misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve
collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control.

e Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures
that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the
effectiveness of the MPHEC's internal control.

e Conclude on the appropriateness of management's use of the going concern basis of accounting and,
based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or
conditions that may cast significant doubt on the MPHEC's ability to continue as a going concern. if we
conclude that a material uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor's report to
the related disclosures in the financial statements or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify our
opinion. Qur conclusions are based on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of our auditor's
report. However, future events or conditions may cause the MPHEC to cease to continue as a going
concern.

e Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting
estimates and related disclosures made by management.

We communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the planned scope
and timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal control

that we identify during our audit.
ant=JRio L1P

Halifax, Canada Chartered Professional Accountants
June 29, 2022
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Maritime Provinces Higher Education Commission
Statement of Financial Position

March 31 2022 2021
Assets
Current
Cash and cash equivalents $ 7,649,598 $ 6,127,503
Prepaids 1,514 49,754
Receivable from
Nova Scotia - 75,000
Prince Edward Island 20,000 -
Other receivables 86,577 73,932
$ 7,757,689 $ 6,326,189
Liabilities
Current liabilities
Payables and accruals (Note 3) $ 119,345 $§ 24920
Payable to the Council of Atlantic Premiers - 39,504
Operating grants payable to institutions 4,179,963 2,476,697
Deferred revenue 436,611 639,532
Committed funds (Note 7)
Operating grants 3,005420 3,129,186
Capital grants 16,350 16,350
7,757,689 _ 6,326.189
Net Assete - -
$ 7,757,689 $ 6,326,189
Commitments (Note 4)
On behalf of the Board of Commissioners
(\‘V%Am - Director — Director
See accompanying notes to the financial statements. 3



Maritime Provinces Higher Education Commission

Statement of Operations and Changes in Net Assets

Year ended March 31 2022 2021
Revenue
Contributions
New Brunswick $ 513,090 $ 513,091
Nova Scotia 644,200 644,199
Prince Edward Island 103,374 103,374
Other 152,129 -
Operating grants
New Brunswick - 45,000
Prince Edward Island 20,000 20,000
Project Revenue 380,863 239,829
—1.813.656 _1.565.493
Expenditures
Salaries and Benefits 1,143,523 1,064,825
Office rent 113,992 116,040
Professional services 246,035 92,895
Other services 24,189 35,662
Travel
Other travel - 6
Per diem allowance 1,050 600
Office supplies, books, and subscriptions 9,328 8,715
Publications 1,553 2,063
Office furniture and equipment 19,032 16,721
Special projects, committees and other (Note 5) 254,954 188,462
Surpius owed to Council of Atlantic Premiers (Note 2) - 39.504
1,813,656 1.565.493
Excess of revenue over expenditures $ - 3 -
Net assets, beginning of the year $ - $ -
Excess of revenue over expenditures - -
Net assets, end of year $ - % -
See accompanying notes to the financial statements. 4



Maritime Provinces Higher Education Commission
Statement of Cash Flows

Year ended March 31 2022 2021

Cash and cash equivalents provided by (used in)

Operating activities

Excess of revenue over expenditures for the year $ - % -
Net change in non-cash working capital balances related to operations
Prepaid expenses 48,239 (48,931)
Amounts due from
Government of Canada B 236,290
New Brunswick - 20,529,621
Nova Scotia 75,000 294,030
Prince Edward Island (20,000) 20,000
Other receivables (12,644) 10,965
Payables and accruals 94,426 (17.799)
Amounts payable to institutions
Operating grants 1,703,266 (22,142,138)
Other - (784,232)
Deferred revenue (202,922) 104,377
Committed funds (123,766) {278.489)

1.561,599 (2,076,306)

Financing activities

Amount due to Council of Atlantic Premiers (39.504) 33,503
Net change in cash and cash equivalents during the year 1,522,095 (2,042,803)
Cash and cash equivalents, beginning of year 6,127,503 8.170.306
Cash and cash equivalents, end of year $ 7,649,598 $ 6,127,503

See accompanying notes to the financial statements. 5



Maritime Provinces Higher Education Commission

Notes to the financial statements
March 31, 2022

1. Nature of operations

In accordance with the Maritime Provinces Higher Education Commission Acts (Section 18, New
Brunswick and Prince Edward Island; Section 19, Nova Scotia), the provinces have the option of
paying grants to the institutions, either directly or through the Maritime Provinces Higher
Education Commission (the Commission or MPHEC). Since the Provinces of Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick make direct payments to Nova Scotia and New Brunswick institutions, these
financial statements include only the operating and capital grant payments to Prince Edward
Island institutions. As a function of government, MPHEC is not subject to the income tax act.

2. Significant accounting policies

Basis of presentation
These financial statements are prepared in accordance with Canadian accounting standards for
not-for-profit organizations (ASNPO).

Cash and cash equivalents
Cash and cash equivalents consist of amounts held on account at financial institutions.

Management estimates

The presentation of financial statements in conformity with ASNPO requires management to
make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amount of assets and liabilities and
disclosure of contingent liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts
of revenue and expenditures during the reported period. Actual results could differ from those
reported.

Capital assets

The Commission expenses capital assets in the year of acquisition. Had the Commission
capitalized and amortized its capital assets, its statement of financial position would reflect office
equipment and furniture, computer hardware and software and leasehold improvements with a
net book value of approximately $61,315 (2021 - $64,832).

Revenue

The Commission follows the deferral method of accounting for its contributions, grants and
project revenue. Restricted contributions are recognized as revenue in the year in which the
related expenses are incurred. Unrestricted contributions are recognized as revenue when
received or receivable and the amount to be received can be reasonably estimated and collection
is reasonably assured.

Operations Surplus

The unallocated excess of administrative revenue over expenditures for the year is considered
to be part of the Consolidated Fund and accordingly, is included in the amount due to the Council
of Atlantic Premiers.



Maritime Provinces Higher Education Commission

Notes to the financial statements
March 31, 2022

2. Significant accounting policies (continued)

Pension plan

The Commission participates in the Pension Plan for Employees of the Council of Atlantic
Premiers and Participating Employers. The plan is a defined benefit pension plan which was
considered fully funded on a going concern basis as of the last actuarial valuation of October 1,
2018, however as the Commission simply participates in the plan, it accounts for it as if it was a
defined contribution plan. Pension expense is recognized when plan contributions are made or
become due. During the year, the Commission recognized pension expenses of $89,959 (2021
- $80,488).

Financial instruments

The Commission considers any contract creating a financial asset, liability or equity instrument
as a financial instrument, except in certain limited circumstances. The Commission accounts for
the following as financial instruments:

cash and cash equivalents
accounts receivable
accounts payable
deferred revenue
committed funds

A financial asset or liability is recognized when the Commission becomes party to contractual
provisions of the instrument.

The Commission initially measures its financial assets and financial liabilities at fair value.

The Commission subsequently measures all of its financial assets and financial liabilities at cost
or amortized cost less any reduction for impairment. The Commission removes financial
liabilities, or a portion of, when the obligation is discharged, cancelled or expires.

Financial assets measured at cost are tested for impairment when there are indicators of
impairment. Previously recognized impairment losses are reversed to the extent of the
improvement provided the asset is not carried at an amount, at the date of the reversal, greater
than the amount that would have been the carrying amount had no impairment loss been
recognized previously. The amounts of any write-downs or reversals are recognized in net

income.

The Commission is exposed to credit risk through its financial instruments. The Commission is
not exposed to significant liquidity risk, interest rate risk or other price risk.

(a) Credit risk

Credit risk is the risk that one party to a financial instrument will cause a financial loss
for the other party by failing to discharge an obligation. The Commission’s main credit
risks relate to its accounts receivable. Provisions are maintained for potential credit
losses; no such losses have been recognized to date. Management believe the
Commission is not exposed to any significant credit risk and no provision for doubtful
accounts has been recorded.



Maritime Provinces Higher Education Commission

Notes to the financial statements
March 31, 2022

3. Payables and accruals

Included in accounts payable are government remittances payable relating to payroll of $833
(2021 — $23).

4. Commitments

Future minimum annual lease commitments under a long term lease for office facilities are as
follows:

Year ending March 31, 2023 110,078

2024 110,490

2025 110,908

2026 27,800

5. Special projects, communities and other
2022 2021

Privacy & Security $ 36,176 $ 77,230
Survey Program 177,840 104,534
MPHEC conference/workshop/collaboration 162 343
Committees and other 40,776 6.355

$§ 254954 $ 188462

6. Comparative figures

Certain figures from the prior year have been reclassified to conform with the financial statement
presentation adopted in the current year.



Maritime Provinces Higher Education Commission

Notes to the financial statements
March 31, 2022

7. Committed funds

Operating grants balance, beginning of year
Revenue
Grants
Unrestricted
Restricted
Newfoundland and Labrador — rehabilitation program seats

Expenditures
Unrestricted
Survey program
Holland College
University of Prince Edward Island
Interprovincial transfers
Province of Nova Scotia
Province of Quebec
Restricted
Joint Project — Computer Network
Holland College
University of Prince Edward Island
Newfoundland and Labrador — rehabilitation program seats

Excess (deficiency) of revenue over expenditures,
for the year

Transfer to administration

Operating grants balance, end of year

Capital grants balance

937,892 2,188,753 2,541 3,129,186 3,407,675

- 57,813,002 - 57,813,002 59,096,360
1,188,938 13,467,500 - 14,656,438 13,794,108
- - 216,000 216,000 216,000
1,188,938 71,280,502 216,000 72,685,440 73,106,468
- - - - 59,905

B 19,768,000 - 19,768,000 19,381,000

- 36,045,000 - 36,045,000 35,337,800

- 1,608,722 - 1,608,722 4,227 560

: 269,952 - 269,952 300,862
1,599,263 90,579 - 1,689,842 1,468,786
. 7,040,750 - 7,040,750 7,076,238

B 6,150,940 - 6,150,940 5,296,806

- - 216,000 216,000 216,000
1,599,263 70,973,943 216,000 72,789,206 73,364,957
(410,325) 306,559 - {103,766) (258,489)
- (20,000) - {20,000) (20,000)

527,567 2,475,312 2,541 3,005,420 3,129,186

- 16,350 - 16,350 16,350






